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ABOUT THE BOOK

To address the racism within our education system and in society, the contributors in Lift Us Up! Don’t Push Us Out!” argue that 
what is needed is a movement led by those most affected by injustice—students of color and their parents—that builds alliances 
across sectors and with other social justice movements addressing immigration, LGBTQ rights, labor rights, and the school-to-pris-
on pipeline. Representing a diverse range of social justice organizations from across the US, the essayists recount their journeys to 
movement building and offer practical organizing strategies and community-based alternatives to traditional education reform and 
privatization schemes. “Lift Us Up! Don’t Push Us Out!” will outrage, inform, and mobilize parents, educators, and concerned citizens 
about what is wrong in American schools today and how activists are fighting for and achieving change.

ABOUT THE AUTHORS

MARK R. WARREN is professor of public policy and public affairs at the University of Massachusetts, Boston, and the founder 
and cochair of the Urban Research-Based Action Network. The author of three books, including most recently A Match on Dry Grass: 
Community Organizing as a Catalyst for School Reform, Warren studies and works with community and youth organizing groups seek-
ing to promote equity and justice in education. DAVID GOODMAN is an award-winning independent journalist and the author of 
ten books, including four coauthored with his sister, Democracy Now! host Amy Goodman. 

“A bold and exciting book . . . powerful stories  
of successful grassroots organizing in schools 

and communities across the nation led by 
parents, students, educators, and allies.” 

—KAREN LEWIS, president of the Chicago Teachers Union

“These compelling stories. . . teach us about  
and advance the much-needed educational  

justice movement.”
—JEANNIE OAKES, author of Keeping Track

“Brings the powerful and authentic voices 
of parent and community movement leaders 

into our classrooms and communities.”
—KAREN MAPP, senior lecturer on education,  

Harvard Graduate School of Education

“Weaves an inspiring vision of what 
education could and should be if we valued all 

children and their potential. It could hardly 
be more timely.”

—CHARLES PAYNE, author of So Much Reform, So Little Change

VOICES FROM THE FRONT LINES OF THE  
EDUCATIONAL JUSTICE MOVEMENT

Learn more at LIFTUSUPMOVEMENT.ORG


